






THE WAR ON DEMOCRACY (1970-1973) 

KEYWORDS 

Appeasement - Foreign policy of pacifying a nation through negotiation by meeting some of the 
nation’s demands in order to prevent war. 

Bourgeoisie - a class of people whose political views are influenced by private-property interests. 

Capitalism - one of two main economic models. A pure capitalist society is an economic system 
characterized by private or corporate ownership of income-producing goods, by investments that are 
determined by private decision, and by prices, production, and the distribution of goods that are 
determined mainly by competition in a free market. No pure capitalist economy has ever existed, and 
all countries use some combination of private decision-making and governmental control. An 
economy, like that of the US and Canada, which relies on mostly private choice is considered a 
capitalist economy. In contrast, an economy, like the former Soviet Union, which relied heavily on 
government control, is considered a centrally planned economy or command economy. 

Cold War - the intense rivalry that developed after World War II (1939-1945) between groups of 
Communist and non-Communist nations. On one side were the Soviet Union and its communist allies, 
often referred to as the Eastern bloc. On the other side were the United States and its mostly 
democratic allies, usually referred to as the Western bloc. The struggle was called the Cold War 
because it did not actually lead to fighting on a wide scale. Command Economy - economic system in 
which production, investment, prices, and incomes are determined centrally by a government.The 
USSR is a clear example of a command economy- the state controls all aspects of economic 
production. 

Communism - communism is an economic system, in which the means of production (Labor, 
entrepreneurial knowledge, capital goods, and natural resources) are owned by the general public. It 
is a form of socialism which specifically follows the thought process of Karl Marx. Marx’s theory 
encapsulated the revolution that he believed would lead to communism and divided it into two 
stages. First, the working class would overthrow the current system and take control of the 
government and the means of the production. However, it would not be until the second stage in 
which communism and full public ownership of production would be established. Marx’s theory 
includes a critique of capitalism, saying that the history of capitalism has been marked by the use of a 
dominant class to exploit the larger populations of workers. In his discussion of materialism, he says 
that capitalism causes the “proletariat,” or working class, to lose its autonomy and become a means 
of production itself. Examining the cycle of exploitation of the proletariat, Marx says that the cycle of 
domination has throughout history led to the overthrow and replacement of the dominant class. 
Therefore, he predicts that the working class will overthrow the capitalist bourgeoisie and install 
communism. 

During the 1800s, about a third of the world’s population lived under communist regimes of single 
party rule and command economies. These governments controlled property, wages, prices, and 
production goals, while quashing any form of opposition and dissent. This system caused great 
inefficiency and every communist country at that time except North Korea now allows more 
economic competition. 

Supporters of the communism say that communism allows all members the same chance at 
happiness through almost full employment and education. However, earning is limited and poverty 
often runs abundantly. Although employment is admittedly high, the employment is not meaningful 
because all extra wages beyond sustenance disappears into the government. This is particularly 



troubling, as those who fight against communism would say that there is no organized opposition. A 
communist government has absolute control over the message, laws, and justice system. Therefore, 
there is no option except violence for oppositional parties. The debate over communism is one 
between fairness and independence of individual citizens. 

Conscripted - drafted by the military. 

Containment Policy - a United States foreign policy to prevent the spread of communism abroad. This 
policy was a component of the Cold War and was a response to the Soviet Union’s efforts to increase 
the influence of communism in the world. 

Democracy - a form of government in which the people as a whole have the power to take part in 
government by voting on laws and rules either directly or indirectly through a system of 
representation usually involving periodically held free elections. 

Expansionism - a policy or practice of territorial expansion by a nation. 

IMF - abbreviation for the International Monetary Fund, which is a specialized United Nations agency 
with the job of overseeing the international financial system. The IMF can also issue short term loans 
to member nations facing financial difficulties. 

Interventionist Policy - a policy of interfering with another country’s affairs via political, 
humanitarian, or military intrusion. 

Leftist - associated with the policy of a liberalism. In general, the left has valued equality more highly 
than individual freedom, while the right has valued individual freedom more highly than equality. 

Parliamentary Democracy - democratic form of government in which the party with the greatest 
representation in the parliament (legislature) forms the government, and its leader becomes prime 
minister or chancellor. The prime minister or chancellor may be removed from power whenever he 
or she loses the confidence of the parliament or a majority of the ruling party. 

Republic - form of government in which a state is ruled by representatives of the people. Because 
citizens do not govern the state themselves but through representatives, republics may be 
distinguished from direct democracies, though modern representative democracies are republics. 

Socialism - economic system, which is built upon the common and equal ownership of all means of 
production (Labor, entrepreneurial knowledge, capital goods, and natural resources) by all members 
of society. Using the means of production available to everyone, the output of those means is 
distributed according to the motto, “from each according to his ability, to each according to his 
contribution.” This means that each person receives output according to their contribution to 
society, taking into account their ability to work; in theory, this motivates each to work more. 
Socialism overall assumes the basic nature of humans is cooperative and that they will not mind 
giving their effort to the common good. 

Socialism is designed to end exploitation of workers, as the workers themselves own the means of 
production and therefore are not at the mercy of employers. Under socialist distribution of profits, 
poverty should be eliminated. The people have equal access to health care and education. However, 
because socialism relies on the cooperation of an entire society, it does not take into account those 
with competitive natures who will attempt to disrupt the system. 



Socialism also does not reward competition and innovation, causing society to progress more slowly 
than perhaps a capitalist one would. Finally, many worries surround the ability of socialist 
governments to grab power for themselves.  

There are no governments today operating under an entirely socialist system. Some, such as Norway, 
Sweden, and Denmark, offer a combination of socialism and capitalism. While the top 

10% of these countries hold over half of the wealth through a capitalist system, the government 
provided free healthcare, education, and pensions don’t push the people to increase their quality of 
life. Others have socialist and communist elements, such as China, North Korea, and Vietnam. 

World Bank - international organization headquartered in the US and affiliated with the United 
Nations that is designed to finance development projects, such as education, infrastructure and 
housing projects that enhance the economic development of member nations. 

 

HISTORY OF THE TOPIC 

On the date of 3 November 1970, the Chilean people elected their first president through liberal 
democratic elections. Salvador Guillermo Allende Gossens was picked as head of state by a majority 
of working-class people giving them hope to live a righteous life unlike the times they had during 
Allende’s predecessor Eduardo Frei Montalva. During Salvador Allende’s three years serving as 
president, Chile went through a period of exceptional prosperity where it entered a new era of 
economic ease after opening several factories and denying to export as much of their welfares as 
they used to in the past. Of course, with these new economical tactics and the burgeoning interest in 
the Marxist movement, powerful capitalistic countries such as the United States Of America began to 
worry about dissipating their share of Chilean exported goods and political influence. Knowing that in 
the period before Allende's presidency the United States of America took the larger part of Chilean 
produce this situation became very inconvenient for the American businessmen and politicians.  

Having these reasons at hand on the day of 11 September 1973 some of the Chilean bourgeoisie and 
army people clustered around the presidential seat of Chile ( La Moneda Palace) to end Salvador 
Allende’s administration through a coup d'état. The Chilean army with the assistance of the United 
States Central Intelligence Agency ( CIA) surrounded La Moneda Palace whilst heavy bombing hit the 
building. At that point president Allende had no other alternative except surrender. He was 
permitted safe passage however he dismissed the proposal stating ‘’I will not let those traitors use 
me as a propaganda tool’’. President Allende took the ultimate decision to shoot himself with the 
riffle gifted to him by one of his most notable supporters Fidel Castro. The former chairman kept the 
vow he took for his motherland to fight until the end, his actions were and still are considered to be 
of distinguished courage and exaltation by most Chileans up until today. While the military claimed 
that he had committed suicide, controversy surrounded Allende's death, with many claiming that he 
had been assassinated. 

Once President Allende’s seat was usurped a new program was installed having a military junta 
handle all of the political issues, dissolving the Congress of Chile and putting an end to the civilian 
government. The head of this junta and the self-proclaimed new president, Augusto Pinochet began 
his reign of terror, executing everyone who had leftist views and butchering people’s rights of 
liberated choice. This new dictatorship was highly promoted by the United States of America’s 
former president Richard Nixon, who helped the new junta publish propaganda all around Latin and 
North America.  



Augusto Pinochet served as head of state from 1973 to 1990 and kept his rank of 
Commander-in-Chief which was attributed to him by the previous president until 1998. 

In his memoirs, Pinochet said that he was the leading plotter of the coup and had used his position as 
commander-in-chief of the Army to coordinate a far-reaching scheme with the other two branches of 
the military and the national police. In later years, however, high military officials from the time have 
said that Pinochet reluctantly became involved only a few days before the coup was scheduled to 
occur, and followed the lead of the other branches (especially the Navy, under Merino) as they 
performed the coup. 

The new government rounded up thousands of people and held them in the national stadium, where 
many were killed. This was followed by brutal repression during Pinochet's rule, during which 
approximately 3,000 people were killed, while more than 1,000 are still missing. 

In the months that followed the coup, the junta, with authoring work by historian Gonzalo Vial and 
admiral Patricio Carvajal, published a book titled El Libro Blanco, "The White Book on the Change of 
Government in Chile", where they said that they were in fact anticipating a self-coup that Allende's 
government or its associates were supposedly preparing. United States intelligence agencies believed 
the plan to be untruthful propaganda. Although later discredited and officially recognized as the 
product of political propaganda, Gonzalo Vial insists in the similarities between the alleged Plan Z and 
other existing paramilitary plans of the Popular Unity parties in support of its legitimacy.  

 

BIOGRAPHIES 

 Salvador Guillermo Allende Gossens 

 Born on 26 June 1908, Salvador Guillermo Allende Gossens was the first Marxist ever to be elected 
as president in a nation with liberal democracy. Allende was a social-democratic legislator and also an 
experienced physicist. He served as President of Chile from 1970 until 1973 when he was ousted 
through a coup d'état organized against him by his Commander-in-Chief Augusto Pinochet who was 
backed by the Chilean upper class and the CIA. Allende was a dedicated fair ruler, his main goal as a 
leftist leader was to warrant a gratifying life for the working-class people while still trying to not 
impose restrictions upon the higher class citizens. During Allende's term serving as president Chile's 
economy went through a prosperous phase; several factories producing various products were 
inaugurated giving the people of Chile new workplaces and richening the country's exchequer. 
Despite the benefits his actions had on Chile's overall state, many were against Allende's new regime 
which was based on strengthening the economy and lessening the dependency on other countries' 
aid. Many businessmen and people with bourgeoise upbringings spoke up against the democratically 
chosen governor, accusing him of being a communist sympathizer and antagonist of the United 
States. His presidency was harshly criticized, be it through propaganda or other means. Soon enough 
the United States had reached its goal of trying to justify the coup by hiding their corporatist 
intentions under the name of fighting for democracy and protecting Chile's citizens. The massacre in 
Chile ended with the defeat of a democratically elected president and the rise of a newborn dictator 
meanwhile In New York, copper futures traded on the commodity exchange rose as the market 
reacted favorably to these meager news. The war on democracy ended in defeat for millions of 
Chileans who had hope in their Salvador (Spanish word for savior). 

  

Augusto José Ramón Pinochet Ugarte 



A liberator of the economy to some, a malicious ruler to others, Pinochet served as Chile's Supreme 
Head of nation for 17 years following president Allende's fall. Once he seized power, mass executions 
began to take place as he executed leftist, socialist and political critics ending in the persecution of 
1200 to 3000 people. Other than the killings it is approximated that as much as 80,000 people were 
put in internment compounds and other thousands were subjected to diverse forms of torment. 
However, Chile's government claims that a suspiciously small amount of people were truly victims to 
Pinochet's system, the number being of only 3,200. Millions less than what the Chileans claim to be 
true. 

The Chicago boys, who were a group of American economists from the Chicago University, acted as 
advisors during the beginning of Pinochet's presidency. They supported the liberalization of the 
market installing an all liberal economy that put an accent on the privatization of institutions that 
were formerly the property of the state. Pinochet's controversial reforms helped the modernization 
of industry and infrastructure of Chile however it created a huge gap between economic classes of 
people, a gap which after more than 50 years is still prominent. 

 

Victor Lidio Jara Martinez 

Besides his artistic natural tendencies, Jara was also a songwriter and communistpolitical activist 
tortured and killed during the dictatorship of Augusto Pinochet. He developed Chilean theater by 
directing a broad array of works, ranging from locally produced plays to world classics. 

Jara was arrested shortly after the Chilean coup of 11 September 1973, which overthrew Allende. He 
was tortured during interrogations and ultimately shot dead, and his body was thrown out on the 
street of a purlieu in Santiago. The contrast between the themes of his songs—which focused on 
love, peace, and social justice—and the brutal way in which he was murdered transformed Jara into a 
"potent symbol of struggle for human rights and justice" for those killed during the Pinochet regime. 
His preponderant role as an open admirer and propagandist for Che Guevara and Allende's regime, 
under he served as a cultural ambassador through the late 60's and until the early 70's crisis that 
ended in Allende's Coup, marked him for death. 

In July 2018, eight retired Chilean military officers were sentenced to 18 years and a day in prison for 
Jara's murder. 

VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN CHILE 

Human rights violations in Pinochet's Chile were the crimes against humanity, maltreatment of 
opponents, political repression and state terrorism committed by the Chilean Armed Forces, 
members of Carabineros de Chile and civil repressive agents members of a secret police, during the 
Military dictatorship of Chile under Augusto Pinochet, from September 11, 1973 until March 11, 
1990. 

According to the Commission of Truth and Reconciliation (Rettig Commission) and the National 
Commission on Political Imprisonment and Torture (Valech Commission), the number of direct 
victims of human rights violations in Chile accounts for around 30,000 people: 27,255 tortured and 
2,279 executed. In addition, some 200,000 people suffered exile and an unknown number went 
through clandestine centers and illegal detention. 

The systematic human rights violations that were committed by the military government of Chile, 
under General Augusto Pinochet, included gruesome acts of physical and sexual abuse, as well as 



psychological damage. From 11 September 1973 to 11 March 1990, Chilean armed forces, the police 
and all those aligned with the military junta were involved in institutionalizing fear and terror in Chile. 

The most prevalent forms of state-sponsored torture that Chilean prisoners endured were electric 
shocks, waterboarding, beatings, and sexual abuse. Another common mechanism of torture 
employed was "disappearing" those who were deemed to be potentially subversive because they 
adhered to leftist political doctrines. The tactic of "disappearing" the enemies of the Pinochet regime 
was systematically carried out during the first four years of military rule. The "disappeared" were 
held in secret, subjected to torture and were often never seen again. Both the National Commission 
on Political Imprisonment and Torture and the Commission of Truth and Reconciliation approximate 
that there were around 30,000 victims of human rights abuses in Chile, with 40,018 tortured and 
2,279 executed. 

OTHER COUNTRIES 

 

US  

Chile’s relations with its powerful neighbor to the north have been anything but stable in the decades 
preceding Allende’s election. Relations with the US were quite positive during the 1950s, with Chile 
joining the Americans in supporting security measures against a Soviet threat and welcoming US 
support for the developing Chilean Air Force. The United States also gave Chile an increasing amount 
of aid throughout the Alessandri presidency in the late 1950s. This aid came with an endorsement of 
Alessandri’s laissez-faire economic policies which allowed the Chilean market to be flooded with 
American goods. This entry of American goods and increase in American influence led many Chileans 
to suspect that their country was too beholden to the Americans and needed to be more 
independent. This anti-American sentiment combined with the growing popularity of Marxism led to 
Chile-US relations taking a turn for the worse. In 1961, President John F. Kennedy signed The Alliance 
for Progress, which delegated a certain amount of economic aid to Latin American countries. The 
money was supposed to be used for tangibles such as infrastructure and education, as well as the 
upholding of intangible American ideologies of democracy and capitalism. 

Chile was one of the main recipients of such aid, but their push for the nationalization of the 
country’s copper upset the United States. The two main Chilean copper companies, Anaconda and 
Kennecott, were American-owned and a great source of American profits. Distressed about the loss 
of their economic foundation in Chile and the possible rise of communism in the country, America 
sent more aid to the government to win them over. Not all of this aid was widely-known; some of it 
was covert and sent to specific political parties, such as the Christian Democratic Party (PDC). Several 
years later, in 1964, the PDC’s presidential candidate, Edward Frei, won election to the most 
powerful office in the country over Salvador Allende of the Front for Popular Action. However, in 
1970, Allende ran again and the American government found themselves once again fighting an 
Allende presidency that threatened the advancement of communist ideals in Latin America. 

 America is not called one of the world’s greatest powers for nothing; their reach is broad and 
powerful. US government and businesses alike are able to strong-arm, bribe, and influence all 
aspects of Chilean policy. The presence of America, particularly under the pressures of the Cold War, 
is strong. Fearful of reforms such as nationalization that would lose US businesses millions of dollars, 
the American government has done everything in its power to support reformist candidates and 
oppose socialist candidates like Allende. The United States government has never been the biggest 
supporter of Allende’s policies and unless the newly elected president changes course it is unlikely he 
will earn the support of the current Nixon administration. Allende’s relations with the United States 



are more than sour, they are almost sinister. Recently General Schneider, the previous 
Commander-In-Chief of the Chilean Army, was assassinated by forces hostile to the Allende 
government. While the murder was meant to destabilize the Allende government, it did the opposite, 
causing moderates to rally around Allende and consolidate his victory. 

The Church Report investigating the fallout of the Watergate scandal stated that while the U.S. tacitly 
supported the Pinochet government after the 1973 coup, there was "no evidence" that the US was 
directly involved in the coup.This view has been contradicted by several academics, such as Peter 
Winn, who writes that the role of the CIA was crucial to the consolidation of power after the coup; 
the CIA helped fabricate a conspiracy against the Allende government, which Pinochet was then 
portrayed as preventing. He stated that the coup itself was possible only through a three-year covert 
operation mounted by the United States. He also points out that the US imposed an "invisible 
blockade" that was designed to disrupt the economy under Allende, and contributed to the 
destabilization of the regime.Author Peter Kornbluh argues in his book The Pinochet File that the US 
was extensively involved and actively "fomented" the 1973 coup. Authors Tim Weiner, in his book, 
Legacy of Ashes, and Christopher Hitchens, in his book, The Trial of Henry Kissinger similarly argue 
the case that US covert actions actively destabilized Allende's government and set the stage for the 
1973 coup. 

The U.S. provided material support to the military government after the coup, although criticizing it 
in public. A document released by the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) in 2000, titled "CIA 
Activities in Chile", revealed that the CIA actively supported the military junta after the overthrow of 
Allende, and that it made many of Pinochet's officers into paid contacts of the CIA or U.S. military, 
even though some were known to be involved in human rights abuses. The CIA also maintained 
contacts in the Chilean DINA intelligence service. DINA led the multinational campaign known as 
Operation Condor, which amongst other activities carried out assassinations of prominent politicians 
in various Latin American countries, in Washington, D.C., and in Europe, and kidnapped, tortured and 
executed activists holding left-wing views, which culminated in the deaths of roughly 60,000 people. 
The United States provided key organizational, financial and technical assistance to the operation. 
CIA contact with DINA head Manuel Contreras was established in 1974 soon after the coup, during 
the Junta period prior to official transfer of Presidential powers to Pinochet; in 1975, the CIA 
reviewed a warning that keeping Contreras as an asset might threaten human rights in the region. 
The CIA chose to keep him as an asset, and at one point even paid him. In addition to the CIA's 
maintaining of assets in DINA beginning soon after the coup, several CIA assets, such as CORU Cuban 
exile militants Orlando Bosch and Guillermo Novo, collaborated in DINA operations under the Condor 
Plan in the early years of Pinochet's presidency. 

 

Cuba 

in 1952, Sergeant Fulgencio Batista led a coup against the current president of Cuba. America 
supported his military dictatorship because they backed his anti-communist views in the greater 
scheme of the Cold War.72 However, Batista was uncooperative with America, continuing his own 
brand of oppression and corruption in Cuba. In response, America quickly backed Fidel Castro’s revolt 
to ensure Cuba’s return to democracy.73 However, Castro also proved unfavorable to American 
interests in 1960, slowly dissolving capitalism in favor of ties to the Soviet Union and disadvantaging 
American businesses by placing them under state control. 

In response, America launches the Bay of Pigs attack, an invasion of American-trained rebels just 
south of the capital. President John F. Kennedy announces his support of the attack, only ratcheting 



up the tension between the two countries. Cuba retaliated by allowing the USSR to set up nuclear 
missiles in Cuba, only 90 miles from America itself. Referred to as the Cuban Missile Crisis, the 
situation placed the world on the brink of nuclear war. However, the Soviet Union agreed to remove 
its Cuban missiles if America removed its own in Turkey. 

 

 

USSR 

Though Chile and the USSR had no contact during World War I, Chile established a diplomatic 
foundation with the Soviet Union in 1944 after the war ended. Soon after, the Chilean government 
had been transformed to a communist-dominated administration. Gabriel Gonzalez Videla had been 
elected president with the support of Communists and he placed Communists in his cabinet when he 
took office. He was hoping to establish trade with the Soviet Union, exchanging Chilean nitrates for 
Soviet equipment and raw materials. However, Videla failed to achieve a parliamentary majority to 
support his idea and he struggled to create a connection with the Soviet Union. Finally, fear of the 
Cold War abroad made the Chilean parliament become much more conservative; they outlawed the 
Communist party and broke diplomatic relations with the USSR in 1947. 

Soviet support would allow for Chile to develop economically and raise living conditions for its 
citizens. Yet, the greater pull of detente and the possibility of a slow end to the Cold War may mean 
that the USSR would not need to support socialism anymore. It will be up to Allende’s cabinet to 
decide whether pursuing a closer relationship with the Soviet Union is the best and most definite way 
forward in encouraging Chile’s economic development. 
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