






Introduction to the committee: 
 
The Security Council has primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace 
and security. It has 15 Members, and each Member has one vote. Under the Charter of the 
United Nations, all Member States are obligated to comply with Council decisions. 
The Security Council takes the lead in determining the existence of a threat to the peace or 
act of aggression. It calls upon the parties to a dispute to settle it by peaceful means and 
recommends methods of adjustment or terms of settlement. In some cases, the Security 
Council can resort to imposing sanctions or even authorize the use of force to maintain or 
restore international peace and security. 
  
  



Definitions and Explanations: 
 
Yugoslavia: Former federated country that was situated in the west-central part of the 
Balkan Peninsula. The country was formed in 1918 immediately after World War I as the 
Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes by union of the Serbs and the Kingdom of Serbia. 
This country consisted of 6 republics and 2 autonomous provinces: 
 
Name: Capital: 

Socialist Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina  Sarajevo 

Socialist Republic of Croatia Zagreb 

Socialist Republic of Macedonia Skopje 

Socialist Republic of Montenegro Titograd 

Socialist Republic of Serbia 
Socialist Autonomous Province of Kosovo 
Socialist Autonomous Province of Vojvodina 

Belgrade 
Priština 
Novi Sad 

Socialist Republic of Slovenia Ljubljana 

 

 Axis Powers: The Axis powers, also known as "Rome–Berlin–Tokyo Axis" (also 
acronymized as "Roberto"), were the nations that fought in World War II against the Allies. 
The Axis powers agreed on their opposition to the Allies, but did not completely coordinate 
their activity. The Axis grew out of the diplomatic efforts of Germany, Italy and Japan to 
secure their own specific expansionist interests in the mid-1930s. 
 
Croatian Spring: The Croatian Spring, was a cultural and political movement that emerged 
from the League of Communists of Croatia in the late 1960s which opposed the unitarization 
and called for economic, cultural and political reforms in SFR Yugoslavia and therefore 
more rights for SR Croatia within Yugoslavia. In 1971, the Yugoslav authorities suppressed 
the movement by force. 
 
De Facto Prerogatives: The kind of given privileges that can be sourced out in action. 
 
Chetniks: 
 
  



Background: 
 

 
 
1918: 
As an outcome of World War I, the Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes 
is formed. Croatia, Slovenia, and Bosnia and Herzegovina had been part of the 
fallen Austro-Hungarian empire; Serbia and Montenegro existed as an 
independent state (Macedonia was then part of Serbia). 
 
1922: 
The kingdom gained international recognition on 13 July 1922 at the Conference 
of Ambassadors in Paris. 



 
1929: 
The monarchy's name is changed to Yugoslavia. 
 
1934-1941: 
The international political scene in the late 1930s was marked by growing 
intolerance between the principal figures, by the aggressive attitude of the 
totalitarian regimes and by the certainty that the order set up after World War I 
was losing its strongholds and its sponsors were losing their strength. Supported 
and pressured by Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany, Croatian leader Vladko Maček 
and his party managed the creation of the Banovina of Croatia (Autonomous 
Region with significant internal self-government) in 1939. The agreement 
specified that Croatia was to remain part of Yugoslavia, but it was hurriedly 
building an independent political identity in international relations. The entire 
kingdom was to be federalised but World War II stopped the fulfillment of those 
plans. 
 
1941-1945: 
Yugoslavia was invaded by the Axis powers on 6 April 1941. In 1943, a 
Democratic Federal Yugoslavia was proclaimed by the Partisan resistance. In 
1944 King Peter II, then living in exile, recognised it as the legitimate 
government. The monarchy was subsequently abolished in November 1945.). 
 
World War II: 
At 5:12 AM on 6 April 1941, German, Italian and Hungarian forces invaded 
Yugoslavia. The German Air Force (Luftwaffe) bombed Belgrade and other 
major Yugoslav cities. On 17 April, representatives of Yugoslavia's various 
regions signed an armistice with Germany in Belgrade, ending eleven days of 
resistance against the invading German forces. More than 300,000 Yugoslav 
officers and soldiers were taken prisoner. 
 
The Axis Powers occupied Yugoslavia and split it up. The Independent State of 
Croatia was established as a Nazi satellite state, ruled by the fascist militia known 
as the Ustaše that came into existence in 1929, but was relatively limited in its 
activities until 1941. German troops occupied Bosnia and Herzegovina as well as 
part of Serbia and Slovenia, while other parts of the country were occupied by 
Bulgaria, Hungary, and Italy. From 1941–45, the Croatian Ustašeregime 
murdered around 500,000 people, 250,000 were expelled, and another 200,000 
were forced to convert to Catholicism. 



 
 
From the start, the Yugoslav resistance forces consisted of two factions: the 
communist-led Yugoslav Partisans and the royalist Chetniks, with the former 
receiving Allied recognition only at the Tehran conference (1943). The heavily 
pro-Serbian Chetniks were led by Draža Mihajlović, while the pan-Yugoslav 
oriented Partisans were led by Josip Broz Tito. 
 
The Partisans initiated a guerrilla campaign that developed into the largest 
resistance army in occupied Western and Central Europe. The Chetniks were 
initially supported by the exiled royal government and the Allies, but they soon 
focused increasingly on combating the Partisans rather than the occupying Axis 
forces. By the end of the war, the Chetnik movement transformed into a 
collaborationist Serb nationalist militia completely dependent on Axis 
supplies.[14] The highly mobile Partisans, however, carried on their guerrilla 
warfare with great success. Most notable of the victories against the occupying  
forces were the battles of Neretva and Sutjeska. 
 
On 25 November 1942, the Anti-Fascist Council of National Liberation of 
Yugoslavia was convened in Bihać, modern day Bosnia and Herzegovina. The 
council reconvened on 29 November 1943, in Jajce, also in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, and established the basis for post-war organisation of the country, 
establishing a federation (this date was celebrated as Republic Day after the war). 
The Yugoslav Partisans were able to expel the Axis from Serbia in 1944 and the 
rest of Yugoslavia in 1945. The Red Armyprovided limited assistance with the 
liberation of Belgrade and withdrew after the war was over. In May 1945, the 
Partisans met with Allied forces outside former Yugoslav borders, after also 
taking over Trieste and parts of the southern Austrian provinces of Styria and 
Carinthia. However, the Partisans withdrew from Trieste in June of the same year 
under heavy pressure from Stalin, who did not want a confrontation with the 
other Allies. 
 
Western attempts to reunite the Partisans, who denied the supremacy of the old 
government of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, and the émigrés loyal to the king led 
to the Tito-Šubašić Agreement in June 1944; however, Marshal Josip Broz Tito 
was in control and was determined to lead an independent communist state, 
starting as a prime minister. He had the support of Moscow and London and led 
by far the strongest partisan force with 800,000 men. 



The official Yugoslav post-war estimate of victims in Yugoslavia during World 
War II is 1,704,000. Subsequent data gathering in the 1980s by historians 
Vladimir Žerjavić and Bogoljub Kočović showed that the actual number of dead 
was about 1 million. 
 
Federal People’s Republic of Yugoslavia:  
On 11 November 1945 elections were held with only the Communist-led 
National Front appearing on the ballot, securing all 354 seats. On 29 November, 
while still in exile, King Peter II was deposed by Yugoslavia's Constituent 
Assembly, and the Federal People's Republic of Yugoslavia was 
declared.However, he refused to abdicate. Marshal Tito was now in full control, 
and all opposition elements were eliminated. 
 
1946: 
On 31 January 1946, the new constitution of Socialist Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia, modelled after the Soviet Union, established six republics, an 
autonomous province, and an autonomous district that were part of SR Serbia. 
The federal capital was Belgrade. The policy focused on a strong central 
government under the control of the Communist Party, and on recognition of the 
multiple nationalities. 
 
1947: 
Tito's regional goal was to expand south and take control of Albania and parts of 
Greece. In 1947, negotiations between Yugoslavia and Bulgaria led to the Bled 
agreement, which proposed to form a close relationship between the two 
Communist countries, and enable Yugoslavia to start a civil war in Greece and 
use Albania and Bulgaria as bases. Stalin vetoed this agreement and it was never 
realised. The break between Belgrade and Moscow was now imminent. 
 
Yugoslavia solved the national issue of nations and nationalities (national 
minorities) in a way that all nations and nationalities had the same rights. 
However, most of the German minority of Yugoslavia, most of whom 
collaborated during occupation and had been recruited to German forces, were 
expelled towards Germany or Austria. 
 
 
 
 
 



1948: 
The 1948 Yugoslavia-Soviet split:  
 
The country distanced itself from the Soviets in 1948 (cf. Cominform and 
Informbiro) and started to build its own way to socialism under the strong 
political leadership of Josip Broz Tito. 
 
All the Communist European Countries had deferred to Stalin and rejected the 
Marshall Plan aid in 1947. Tito, at first went along and rejected the Marshall 
plan. However, in 1948 Tito broke decisively with Stalin on other issues, making 
Yugoslavia an independent communist state. Yugoslavia requested American aid. 
American leaders were internally divided, but finally agreed and began sending 
money on a small scale in 1949, and on a much larger scale 1950–53. The 
American aid was not part of the Marshall plan. 
 
1963: 
Socialist federal republic of Yugoslavia: 
 
On 7 April 1963, the nation changed its official name to Socialist Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia and Josip Broz Tito was named President for life. In the 
SFRY, each republic and province had its own constitution, supreme court, 
parliament, president and prime minister. At the top of the Yugoslav government 
were the President (Tito), the federal Prime Minister, and the federal Parliament 
(a collective Presidency was formed after Tito's death in 1980). Also important 
were the Communist Party general secretaries for each republic and province, 
and the general secretary of Central Committee of the Communist Party. 
Tito was the most powerful person in the country, followed by republican and 
provincial premiers and presidents, and Communist Party presidents. Slobodan 
Penezić Krcun, Tito's chief of secret police in Serbia, fell victim to a dubious 
traffic incident after he started to complain about Tito's politics. Minister of the 
interior Aleksandar Ranković lost all of his titles and rights after a major 
disagreement with Tito regarding state politics. Some influential ministers in 
government, such as Edvard Kardelj or Stane Dolanc, were more important than 
the Prime Minister. 
 
 
 
 
 



1966: 
Yugoslav leader Josip Broz Tito removes Aleksandar Ranković, an intelligence 
officer and main Serbian cadre, from his position. A purge of Serbian cadres 
from the establishment follows. 
 
1968: 
First cracks in the tightly governed system surfaced when students in Belgrade 
and several other cities joined the worldwide protests of 1968. President Josip 
Broz Tito gradually stopped the protests by giving in to some of the students' 
demands and saying that "students are right" during a televised speech. But in the 
following years, he dealt with the leaders of the protests by sacking them from 
university and Communist party posts. 
 
1970-1971: 
A more severe sign of disobedience was so-called Croatian Spring of 1970 and 
1971, when students in Zagreb organised demonstrations for greater civil 
liberties and greater Croatian autonomy, followed by mass manifestations across 
Croatia. The regime stifled the public protest and incarcerated the leaders, but 
many key Croatian representatives in the Party silently supported this cause, 
lobbying within the Party ranks for a reorganisation of the country. 
 
1974: 
As a result of the 1970-1971 protests, a new Constitution was ratified in 1974, 
which gave more rights to the individual republics in Yugoslavia and provinces 
in Serbia. 
 
The 1974 Yugoslav Constitution: 
 
It was the fourth and final constitution of the Socialist Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia. It came into effect on 21 February 1974. 
 
With 406 original articles, the 1974 constitution was one of the longest 
constitutions in the world. It added elaborate language protecting the 
self-management system from state interference and expanding representation of 
republics and provinces in all electoral and policy forums. The Constitution 
called the restructured Federal Assembly the highest expression of the 
self-management system. Accordingly, it prescribed a complex electoral 
procedure for that body, beginning with the local labor and political 
organizations. Those bodies were to elect commune-level assemblies, which then 



would elect assemblies at province and republic level; finally, the latter groups 
would elect the members of the two equal components of the Federal Assembly, 
the Federal Chamber and the Chamber of Republics and Provinces. 
 
Although the new constitution dealt with the codification of the socio-economic 
system towards the achievements of the theory of self-management socialism to a 
greater extent, the most controversial and historical consequences arose from the 
regulations of the Constitution about the state organization of Yugoslavia, which 
were later used as the legal basis for the breakup of Yugoslavia and differently 
interpreted by the warring parties during the armed conflict in the former 
Yugoslavia. 
 
The new Constitution also reduced the State Presidency from twenty-three to 
nine members, with equal representation for each republic and province and an 
ex-officio position for the president of the League of Communists. The 1974 
Constitution also expanded protection of individual rights and court procedures, 
with the all-purpose caveat that no citizen could use those freedoms to disrupt the 
prescribed social system. Finally, Kosovo and Vojvodina, the two constituent 
provinces of Serbia, received substantially increased autonomy, including de 
facto veto power in the Serbian parliament. 
 
The Yugoslav Federal Constitution of 1974 confirmed and strengthened the 
principles of the Yugoslav Federal Constitution Amendments of 1971, which 
introduced a concept that sovereign rights were exercised by the federal units, 
and that the federation had only the authority specifically transferred to it by the 
constitution. 
 
The constitution also proclaimed Josip Broz Tito president for life. 
 
1980: 
Josip Broz Tito passed away. 
 
Tito's tight rein on Yugoslavia keeps ethnic tensions in check until his death in 
1980. Without his pan-Slavic influence, ethnic and nationalist differences begin 
to flare. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Fall of Socialism 
 
1981: 
An economic crisis in Yugoslavia begins. Albanian nationalist demonstrations in 
Kosovo, demanding the status of a republic and more rights (the slogan "Kosovo 
republika" which translates to "Republic of Kosovo" or more literally "Kosovo 
republic"). Demonstrations are suppressed and condemned by all Yugoslav 
communists, including Albanian communists from Kosovo, calling them 
counterrevolutionary. Arrests follow. 
 
In March and April 1981, a student protest in Pristina, the capital of the then 
Socialist Autonomous Province of Kosovo, led to widespread protests by Kosovo 
Albanians demanding more autonomy within the Socialist Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia. The Presidency of Yugoslavia declared a state of emergency in 
Pristina and Kosovska Mitrovica, which led to rioting. The unrest was suppressed 
by a large police intervention that caused numerous casualties, and a period of 
political repression followed. 
 
The University of Pristina was the starting point of the 1981 Kosovo student 
protests. Kosovo's cultural isolation within Yugoslavia and its endemic poverty 
resulted in the province having the highest ratio of both students and illiterates in 
Yugoslavia. A university education was no guarantee of a successful future; 
instead of training students for technical careers, the university specialized in 
liberal arts, in particular in Albanology, which could hardly secure work except 
in bureaucracy or local cultural institutions, especially outside of Kosovo.[1] This 
created a large pool of unemployed but highly educated, and resentful, Albanians 
– prime recruits for nationalist sentiment. Demonstrations were organized by 
several professors and students. 
 
In addition, the Serb and Montenegrin population of Kosovo increasingly 
resented the economic and social burden incurred by the university's student 
population. By 1981, the University of Pristina had 20,000 students – one in ten 
of the city's total population. 
 
1986:  



A controversial memorandum from the Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts 
protests the status of Serbia in Yugoslavia. 
Serb chetnik (archduke) Momčilo Đujić (in emigration), promotes Vojislav 
Šešelj to Chetnik duke by declaration in the USA on Vidovdan, 28 June 1989, a 
Serbian religious holiday. In his instructions to Šešelj, Đujić orders him to "expel 
all Croats, Albanians and other foreign elements from the holy Serb ground". 
Perceived prosecution of Serbs by Kosovo Albanians fuels growing Serbian 
nationalist sentiment. Additional police forces are sent to Kosovo. 
Slobodan Milošević, a high government official at the time, gives a speech to a 
small group of Kosovo Serbs where he promises that "no one will beat them", 
which is aired in the main television news programme. Milosevic instantly 
becomes very popular in Serbia. 
Milošević rises to power in Serbia. 
 
Anti Bureaucratic revolution demonstrations bring pro-Milošević governments to 
Vojvodina, Kosovo and Montenegro. 
 
Kosovo Albanian miners strike in the Stari Trg mine. The Slovenian government 
holds a large rally in the Cankar Congress Centre, supporting the Albanians of 
Kosovo. Albanians outside Serbia, mostly in Slovenia and Croatia, request 
alliance between Kosovo and their respective nations. 
Relations between Slovenia and Serbia deteriorate. An unofficial embargo on 
Slovenian products is introduced in Serbian stores (see Radmila Anđelković). 
Slovenia's independence movement grows. 
The 600th anniversary of the Battle of Kosovo is celebrated by Serbs across 
Yugoslavia. Slobodan Milošević gives a speech in Kosovo, described by his 
opponents as nationalist. 
 
Ethnic tensions and economic crisis: 

The Yugoslav federation was constructed against a double background: an 
inter-war Yugoslavia which had been dominated by the Serbian ruling class; and 
a war-time division of the country, as Fascist Italy and Nazi Germany split the 
country apart and endorsed an extreme Croatian nationalist faction called the 
Ustaše. A small faction of Bosniak nationalists joined the Axis forces and 
attacked Serbs while extreme Serb nationalists engaged in attacks on Bosniaks 
and Croats. 



Yugoslav Partisans took over the country at the end of the war and banned 
nationalism from being publicly promoted. Overall relative peace was retained 
under Tito's rule, though nationalist protests did occur, but these were usually 
repressed and nationalist leaders were arrested and some were executed by 
Yugoslav officials. However, the "Croatian Spring" protest in the 1970s was 
backed by large numbers of Croats who claimed that Yugoslavia remained a Serb 
hegemony and demanded that Serbia's powers be reduced. 

Tito, whose home republic was Croatia, was concerned over the stability of the 
country and responded in a manner to appease both Croats and Serbs: he ordered 
the arrest of the Croat protestors, while at the same time conceding to some of 
their demands. In 1974, Serbia's influence in the country was significantly 
reduced as autonomous provinces were created in ethnic Albanian-majority 
populated Kosovo and the mixed-populated Vojvodina. 

These autonomous provinces held the same voting power as the republics but 
unlike the republics, they could not legally separate from Yugoslavia. This 
concession satisfied Croatia and Slovenia, but in Serbia and in the new 
autonomous province of Kosovo, reaction was different. Serbs saw the new 
constitution as conceding to Croat and ethnic Albanian nationalists. Ethnic 
Albanians in Kosovo saw the creation of an autonomous province as not being 
enough, and demanded that Kosovo become a constituent republic with the right 
to separate from Yugoslavia. This created tensions within the Communist 
leadership, particularly among Communist Serb officials who resented the 1974 
constitution as weakening Serbia's influence and jeopardising the unity of the 
country by allowing the republics the right to separate. 

According to official statistics, from the 1950s to the early 1980s, Yugoslavia 
was among the fastest growing countries, approaching the ranges reported in 
South Korea and other miracle countries. The unique socialist system in 
Yugoslavia, where factories were worker cooperatives and decision-making was 
less centralized than in other socialist countries, may have led to the stronger 
growth. However, even if the absolute value of the growth rates was not as high 
as indicated by the official statistics, both the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia were 
characterized by surprisingly high growth rates of both income and education 
during the 1950s. 

The period of European growth ended after the oil price shock in 1970s. 
Following that, in Yugoslavia an economic crisis erupted, and that as a product 
of disastrous errors by Yugoslav governments, such as borrowing vast amounts 



of Western capital in order to fund growth through exports. At the same time, 
Western economies went into recession, decreasing demand for Yugoslavian 
imports, creating a large debt problem. 

In 1989, according to official sources, 248 firms were declared bankrupt or were 
liquidated and 89,400 workers were laid off. During the first nine months of 1990 
directly following the adoption of the IMF programme, another 889 enterprises 
with a combined work-force of 525,000 workers suffered the same fate. In other 
words, in less than two years "the trigger mechanism" (under the Financial 
Operations Act) had led to the layoff of more than 600,000 workers out of a total 
industrial workforce of the order of 2.7 million. An additional 20% of the work 
force, or half a million people, were not paid wages during the early months of 
1990 as enterprises sought to avoid bankruptcy. The largest concentrations of 
bankrupt firms and lay-offs were in Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Macedonia 
and Kosovo. Real earnings were in a free fall and social programmes had 
collapsed; creating within the population an atmosphere of social despair and 
hopelessness. This was a critical turning point in the events to follow. 
 
The Danger Bells: 

Though the 1974 Constitution reduced the power of the federal government, 
Tito's authority substituted for this weakness until his death in 1980. 

After Tito's death on 4 May 1980, ethnic tensions grew in Yugoslavia. The 
legacy of the Constitution of 1974 was used to throw the system of 
decision-making into a state of paralysis, made all the more hopeless as the 
conflict of interests had become irreconcilable. The Albanian majority in Kosovo 
demanded the status of a republic in the 1981 protests in Kosovo while Serbian 
authorities suppressed this sentiment and proceeded to reduce the province's 
autonomy. 

In 1986, the Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts drafted a memorandum 
addressing some burning issues concerning the position of Serbs as the most 
numerous people in Yugoslavia. The largest Yugoslav republic in territory and 
population, Serbia's influence over the regions of Kosovo and Vojvodina was 
reduced by the 1974 Constitution. Because its two autonomous provinces had de 
facto prerogatives of full-fledged republics, Serbia found that its hands were tied, 
for the republican government was restricted in making and carrying out 
decisions that would apply to the provinces. Since the provinces had a vote in the 
Federal Presidency Council (an eight-member council composed of 



representatives from the six republics and the two autonomous provinces), they 
sometimes even entered into coalition with other republics, thus outvoting Serbia. 
Serbia's political impotence made it possible for others to exert pressure on the 2 
million Serbs (20% of the total Serbian population) living outside Serbia. 

Serbian communist leader Slobodan Milošević sought to restore pre-1974 
Serbian sovereignty. After Tito's death, Milosevic made his way to becoming the 
next superior figure and political official for Serbia. Other republics, especially 
Slovenia and Croatia, denounced this move as a revival of greater Serbian 
hegemonism. Through a series of moves known as the "anti-bureaucratic 
revolution", Milošević succeeded in reducing the autonomy of Vojvodina and of 
Kosovo and Metohija, but both entities retained a vote in the Yugoslav 
Presidency Council. The very instrument that reduced Serbian influence before 
was now used to increase it: in the eight-member Council, Serbia could now 
count on four votes at a minimum: Serbia proper, then-loyal Montenegro, 
Vojvodina, and Kosovo. 

As a result of these events, ethnic Albanian miners in Kosovo organised the 1989 
Kosovo miners' strike, which dovetailed into ethnic conflict between the 
Albanians and the non-Albanians in the province. At around 80% of the 
population of Kosovo in the 1980s, ethnic-Albanians were the majority. With 
Milosevic gaining control over Kosovo in 1989, the original residency changed 
drastically leaving only a minimum amount of Serbians left in the region. 
The number of Slavs in Kosovo (mainly Serbs) was quickly declining for several 
reasons, among them the ever-increasing ethnic tensions and subsequent 
emigration from the area. 
 
1989: 
The 1989 Kosovo miners' strike was a hunger strike initiated by the workers of the Trepča 
Mines on 20 February 1989 against the abolition of the autonomy of the Province of Kosovo 
by the Socialist Republic of Serbia. The strike quickly gained support in Slovenia and 
Croatia, while in Belgrade protests were held against the Slovenian, Albanian and Croatian 
leaderships. It eventually ended after the hospitalization of 180 miners and the resignation of 
the leaders of the League of Communists of Kosovo Rahman Morina, Ali Shukriu and 
Husamedin Azemi. 
 
 


